THE TWELVE DAYS
OF CHRISTMAS

An 8-year-old boy witnesses the violent death of his mother.

What will it take to make him believe he is safe,
and give him the confidence to tell me who did it?

Simon is a pale and awkward child. But he’s reached out to me.
| can see he needs me. There’s no one else he can turn to.

What | can’t understand is his seeming reluctance
to come clean and tell me the truth. Something or someone
is stopping him from saying what happened that night.

All he needs to do is simply to tell me.
Then | can guard him and keep him safe.
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